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Overcoat (mente) - so called Matthias coat
Textile and Costume Collection

Accession Nr.: 52.2682.1 

Date of production: early 16th century

Place of
production:

Italy; Hungary

Materials: buttons made of silver-gilt thread; lanciered brocatelle

Dimensions: length: 95 cm
shoulder width: 50 cm

As the 16th–17th century remains and contemporaneous depictions reveal, this garment was an important item of both
Hungarian and Turkish gala costumes. The front of the mente is cut obliquely, the bottom slightly turning outward. It
closes askance with large metal-thread braided buttons. The back is about 20 cm longer than the front and tapers
downward. The sleeves are narrow pipe sleeves, as long as the back. The collar spreads wide over the shoulders and
the back. The silk cloth was originally light red (salmon colour), today golden yellow. Its harmonious pattern consists of
pomegranates growing out of lobed vases in pointed ovals alternating with pomegranates with acanthus leaves
flanked by rings with cut gems. It lends special appeal to the garment that the 1685 inventory of the Esterházy treasury
ascribed it to King Matthias Corvinus (1458–1490), which explains its familiar name. Examining the pattern of the silk
fabrics and the make, researchers have found that the cloth is later, dating from the early 16th century. The garment
was last worn in May 1902 when Prince Miklós Esterházy (1869–1920) put it on for a knightly tournament in Buda. In
1950–1951 it was restored by Mrs Sandor Borsi, in 1987 by Katalin E. Nagy, Aniko Pataki and Anita Magdu.
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