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Decorative glass - Clutha

Ceramics and Glass Collection

Accession Nr.: 843 @)

Artist/Maker: Dresser, Christopher (1834 - 1904) / designer

Date of production: ca. 1889

Inscription: aljan kor alaku mezében maratott felirat: Clutha J. C. AND S. REGISTERED
Materials: glass

Techniques: blown; coloured with metallic oxids; free-shaped; with mica grits
Dimensions: height: 43,5 cm

base diameter: 13,5 cm
opening diameter: 15,3 cm

A long, twisted and wavy bottle with a collar-like, splaying top rim. The blue-green, bubbled glass is enriched with
silvery, glittering mica grits and yellow-white and red stripes. This bottle is an outstanding example of the
«Clutha»-type glass designed by Christopher Dresser. Jend Radisics published the piece described above as one
made by the Dobson and Rose company. However, the marking on the bottle - and the initials of the manufacturing
factory - without doubt prove that it was made by the James Couper &Sons company.

Christopher Dresser (1834-1904) was one of the foremost British designers of his time. He started to take a particular
interest in glass as an artistic material in the 1880s, when he designed Clutha glass for James Couper &Sons of
Glasgow. The word Clutha is claimed by some sources to have come from the Gaelic name for the River Clyde.
Another suggestion is that it comes from the word “cloudy”. Clutha glass was a distinctive product of James Couper
&Sons, freeformed blown glass, with characteristic bubble inclusions and coloured in bands. The shape is often
twisted and asymmetric. In line with the principle of the Arts and Crafts movement of John Ruskin (1819-1900) and
William Morris (1834-1896), Dresser preferred to work with the glass in its molten state, considered the best way to
bring out its special features. An article reviewing works designed by Christopher Dresser in The Studio in 1899
included several illustrations. One of these shows a piece analogous to the Museum of Applied Arts’ Clutha vase, but
the latter is certainly a decade older. The director of the Museum of Applied Arts at that time, Jen6 Radisics
(1856-1917), first encountered the vase at the Paris World’s Fair in 1889. It was bought by Louis Delamarre- Didot,
who generously gifted it to the Museum in 1890.

Literature

e Szerk.: Horvath Hilda, Szilagyi Andras: Remekmliivek az Iparmiivészeti Mizeum gydjteményébdl. (Kézirat).
Iparmiivészeti Mizeum, Budapest, 2010. - Nr. 118. (Kalosi lldiko)

» Szerk.: Balla Gabriella: Tiffany & Gallé. A szecesszio livegmliivészete. Iparm(ivészeti Mizeum, Budapest, 2007. -
Nr. 4.5.

e Szerk.: Pataki Judit: Az idd sodraban. Az Iparmiivészeti Muzeum gydjteményeinek térténete. lparmivészeti
Muzeum, Budapest, 2006. - Nr. 25.

e szerz@: Varga Vera, Pataki Judit: Az liveg jelentése. Iparm(ivészeti Mizeum, Budapest, 2002. - 7. kép

e Szerk.: Pataki Judit: Mivészet és Mesterség. CD-ROM. Iparmivészeti Muzeum, Budapest, 1999. - liveg 4.

» Varga Vera: A szecesszio muivészi livegei. Subrosa, Budapest, 1996. - 174.

e Szerk.: Szilagyi Andras, Horanyi Eva: Szecesszié. A 20. szazad hajnala. (Az eurdpai iparmiivészet korszakai.).
Iparmivészeti MlUzeum, Budapest, 1996. - Nr. 1.45. (Varga Vera)

* kataldgust irta: Batari Ferenc, Békési Eva, Varga Vera, Lichner Magdolna: Brit iparmiivészet az lparmiivészeti
Muzeum gydjteményeiben a 17. szazadtdl a 20. szazad elejéig. Mlizsak K6zmUvel6dési Kiado, Budapest, 1988. -
Nr. 159.

e Szerk.: Radocsay Dénes, Farkas Zsuzsanna: Az eurdpai iparmiivészet remekei. Szaz éves az Iparmuvészeti
Mudzeum 1872-1972. Iparmivészeti Muzeum, Budapest, 1972. - Nr. 376.

© 2012-2025, All rights reserved Museum of Applied Arts dots.hu PDF generator


https://collections.imm.hu/
http://dots.hu
https://collections.imm.hu/gyujtemenyek/ceramics-and-glass-collection/1
https://collections.imm.hu/gyujtemeny/decorative-glass-clutha/81
https://collections.imm.hu/gyujtemeny/decorative-glass-clutha/81
https://collections.imm.hu/kereses/alkoto/dresser-christopher/86191
https://collections.imm.hu/kereses/anyag/glass/124
https://collections.imm.hu/kereses/technika/blown/171
https://collections.imm.hu/kereses/technika/coloured-with-metallic-oxids/3642
https://collections.imm.hu/kereses/technika/free-shaped/3641
https://collections.imm.hu/kereses/technika/with-mica-grits/3643

Museum of Applied Arts Collection Database

0% Museun of https://collections.imm.hu/

© 2012-2025, All rights reserved Museum of Applied Arts dots.hu PDF generator


https://collections.imm.hu/
http://dots.hu
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/2f/5c/843_fk_0232.jpg?v=404514
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/22/39/843_fk_0233.jpg?v=404515
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/24/f9/843_fk_0234.jpg?v=404516
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/e4/ce/843_fk_0236.jpg?v=404517

358 Mireun of Anplisd Arts Museum of Applied Arts Collection Database
Museum of Applied Arts https://collections.imm.hu/

© 2012-2025, All rights reserved Museum of Applied Arts dots.hu PDF generator


https://collections.imm.hu/
http://dots.hu
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/09/63/843_fk_0239.jpg?v=404518
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/a4/be/843_sha1214.jpg?v=404519
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/b5/23/843_sha9874.jpg?v=404520
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/33/c0/843_sha9867.jpg?v=404521

Museum of Applied Arts Collection Database

:E) Museum of Applied Arts ; :
S Museum of Applied A https://collections.imm.hu/

© 2012-2025, All rights reserved Museum of Applied Arts dots.hu PDF generator


https://collections.imm.hu/
http://dots.hu
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/40/80/843_sha9866.jpg?v=404522
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/06/dd/843_sha9863.jpg?v=404523
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/ca/85/843_sha9859.jpg?v=404524
https://collections.imm.hu/files/targyak/large/dc/9d/843_sha9853.jpg?v=404525
http://www.tcpdf.org

