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Orphrey - with figures of the Madonna and Saints
Textile and Costume Collection

Accession Nr.: 7630.a-b 

Date of production: 16th century

Place of
production:

Italy

Materials: metal yarn; silk yarn; velvet

Techniques: applied fabric of metal weft; flat stitch; nué (shaded gold) embroidery

Dimensions: length: 124,5 cm
width: 24 cm
length: 121,5 cm
width: 25,5 cm

There is a symmetrical floral decoration of scrolled tendrils with horns of plenty and flowers, enclosing a bowl of fruits.
Between these ornamental lines are round medallions, framed by relief embroidery, showing Mary and Child, St.
Barbara with the chalice, St. James with an unidentified male saint, and St. Andrew.

Fragments of an orphrey with identical decoration, although portraying different saints are to be found in the Castiglioni
collection in Vienna (Italy, 16th century). 
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