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Jug - with a scene from the life of Alexander the Great (?)
Ceramics and Glass Collection

Accession Nr.: 60.307.1 

Artist/Maker: Fontana, Orazio (1510 - 1571) / worshop

Date of production: ca. 1560

Materials: majolica

Techniques: polychrome painting

Dimensions: height: 30,6 cm
diameter: 9,1 cm
base diameter: 8,6 cm

The egg-shaped bowl stands on an added base, and ends in a long, slender neck and a shell-like pouring lip. The tall,
curving handle ends in a lion's claw, grasping a satyr's head.

The body of the jug is decorated with a scene from the life of Alexander the Great (?). A youth, (Alexander the Great),
dressed in antique armour, is depicted riding in a rocky landscape. He wears a helmet and holds a flag. In front of the
rampant horse, are two soldiers holding vases behind them two indefinable figures can be seen (philosophers?).

Painted in manganese, blue, green, ochre, yellow, white, some parts contoured. The lip's border is yellow its interior is
painted with asymmetrical wavy lines. Yellow handle, decorated with brown tendrils a palmette at the upper join. 
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