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Fragments of a cover - fragment of a panelled cover
Textile and Costume Collection

Accession Nr.: 50.205.1 

Place of
production:

Upper-Hungary; Kassa (Kosice) (presumably)

Materials: canvas; silk yarn; silver-gilt thread

Techniques: Kazul embroidery (Persian stitch); metal thread couched with silk; stem stitch; two-sided
satin stitch in metal thread

Dimensions: width: 55 cm
length: 56 cm

In the middle of the fragment is an eagle with spread wings (symbolizing St John the Evangelist) and with a scroll in its
claws bearing an inscription: 1665: DIAUGUSIS BARKOCZI MARIA. The eagle is enclosed by diagonal flowers. The
border is a later addition with Turkish motifs of pomegranate buds and blossoms. The pattern of the eagle follows
Western European books of lace and embroidery. Its earliest variant can be found in the first volume of the pattern
book Corona delle nobili et viruose donne (Venice, 1600) of Cesare Vecellio: there is a bough in the claws of the eagle
instead of the scroll. In later pattern books several variants of the same pattern can be found. In Hungary, mainly filet
works were decorated with Evangelist figures. The best examples of this are the tablecloths of Kata Bethlen at
Olthéviz, Debrecen, Gyulafehérvár and Magyarkirályfalva. The size, shape, the later border and the inscription
replacing the name of St. John suggest that Maria Barkóczi, wife of István Holler, Lord Lieutenant of Kükülkő renewed
an older fragment of a tablecloth and presented it to the cathedral in Kassa.
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