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Gingerbread mould
Furniture Collection

Accession Nr.: 53.2270.1 

Date of production: late 18th century

Place of
production:

Hungary

Materials: pearwood

Techniques: carved

Dimensions: height: 16 cm
width: 6,5 cm

This gingerbread mould is carved on both of its broader faces, bearing the same motif, a highly stylized infant in floral
swaddling clothes, twice, with minor variations. Economy was probably the main motivation to carve two of the faces
of a gingerbread mould, which was made of durable, good-quality wood, and could thus be used for different cakes.
The floral pattern of the swaddling clothes is a legacy of the Renaissance, which survived in Hungarian folk art for
centuries, and can also be seen on painted furniture and embroidered textiles.
The figure of the swaddled infant appears on gingerbread moulds in many different variations. The cakes produced
with them and sold at markets and religious festivals were popular ‘fairings,’ bought in particular for small girls.
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