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Tankard with cover - with the drunken Silenus
Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: E 66.1 

Artist/Maker: Petel, Georg (1601 - 1634) / bone carver, bone sculptor
Wickert, Andreas (1600 - 1661) / goldsmith

Date of production: ca. 1630
1625-1650

Place of
production:

Netherlands

Inscription: augsburgi városjegy és AW (Andreas Wickert) mesterjegy (ld. Seling 1451, 69,)
Seling 1980 1. kötet, p. 110-111.; p. 277-278.; II. kötet 417. kép

Materials: ivory; silver-gilt

Techniques: carved; chiselled; embossed

Dimensions: height: 27,8 cm
base diameter: 17,5 cm

The cylindrical cup rests on an oval base, the body carved in ivory with a scene of the drunken Silenus supported by
satyrs, putti and a female figure leading a child in a shirt. This relief is based on an engraving, The Drunken Silenus,
by Williem Panneels (c. 1600- after 1632), a pupil of Rubens, of around 1630, which derived from a painting of the
same subject by Rubens himself of 1618, now in the Alte Pinakothek, Munich. There are makers' marks on the rim of
the cover and the foot.
Georg Petel was noted for his ability to carve compositions made up of a mass of intricate detail on small ivory
surfaces. He spent several years in Italy and Antwerp in the 1620s before settling for the last decade of his life in
Augsburg.
The cover lost its finial sometime before 1923, when it was recorded in its current state.
A similar carved ivory vessel in the Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna, was made by Lucas Faydherbe (1617-1697),
another pupil of Rubens. Its lid features a sculpture in the round of a child eating grapes. It seems likely that the
tankard in Budapest would have had a similar ivory sculpture on its cover.
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