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Flagstaff finial
Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: E 71.5 

Date of production: early 17th century

Place of
production:

Turkey (Ottoman Empire)

Materials: silver-gilt

Techniques: engraved decoration

Dimensions: height: 38,3 cm
width: 16,5 cm

The two flat sides are framed by an arabesque pattern, inside which runs a two-line inscription in old Hungarian, in
capital letters: MOUNTING ON THE FLAG OF IBRAHIM, PASHA OF BOSNIA, WON FROM HIM TOGETHER
WITH SEVERAL FINE FLAGS AND NEARLY FOUR THOUSAND FREED CAPTIVES AT UJVAR ON ST
ANDREW'S DAY IN THE YEAR 1623 / BY THE GENERAL OF UJVAR COUNT MIKLOS ESTERHAZY, THE
TURKS WERE BROUGHT BY PRINCE BETHLEN IN HIS OPPOSITION TO THE ROMAN EMPEROR FERDINAND
II AND CHRISTIANITY, AGAINST HIS STRONG AND FIRM FAITH AND PLEDGE.
We can presume that the finial was part of the booty seized by Miklós Esterházy after his decisive victory over the
troops of the Pasha of Bosnia near Érsekújvár at the height of Gabor Bethlen's incursions into Royal Hungary (aided
by Ottoman forces) in late November 1623. Its earliest known mention comes in an inventory of Miklós Esterházy's
treasury dated 2 November 1645: "Two mounts for flags, one of them seized from Ibrahim Sokolivic, Pasha of Bosnia".
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