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Jewel watch - book-shaped

Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: E65.4 &)
Artist/Maker: Erbb, Albrecht
Materials: ruby; silver-gilt
Techniques: cast; painted enamel
Dimensions: height: 7,2 cm
height: 5,7 cm
width: 4,5 cm

thickness: 2,7 cm

The mechanism of spiral hair-spring is contained in the book-shaped case. On the exterior of the front and rear side of
the case are enamel painted representations: St Anthony of Padova with the infant Jesus and St. Joseph with the
infant Jesus in his lap. The spine and the edge of the case are decorated with an unbroken line of garnets. On a bill
dated 26th February, 1704, Albrecht Erb "imperial watchmaker" of Vienna acknowledges the receipt of money -400
florins- for four different types of watches with his own signature the brief mention of one of these (Biechl — booklet
with a watch — mit Uhr) may refer to this object in view of this, it is possible that it was ordered by the Palatine Pal
Esterhazy (OL The Archive of the Ducal Line of the Esterhazy family, P. 125. Fasc. 53- The documents of Pal
Esterhazy, 48/10761.). It may be assumed that the following item of the 1725 inventory of the Esterhazy family refers
to this object: — "Egy kiss vords tokban negy szegletu kényv forma aranyos, kével, zomanczos oracska". "A golden
watch, enamelled, with precious stones, shaped as a book, in a small red case." (Inventarium 1725. Almarium Sub.
Nris. 51 et 52. No. 2. — The Inventory of the Museum of Applied Arts 236/1957), this is quoted and identified with the
object.
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