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Tray (part of a set) - Coffee service with scenes of Balatonfüred
and Tihany
Ceramics and Glass Collection

Accession Nr.: 52.2459.1 

Manufacturer: Mór Fischer's porcelain manufactory (Herend)

Date of production: ca. 1860

Place of
production:

Herend

Inscription: alján, máz feletti kékkel a herendi gyár jegye ( koronás magyar címer )

Materials: porcelain

Techniques: cast; gilded; painted in polychrome overglaze

Dimensions: height: 4,1 cm
diameter: 36,5 cm
diameter: 26,5 cm

Herend, the most famous Hungarian porcelain manufactory, was taken over by Mor Fischer (1799–1880) in 1839. A
small earthenware workshop had been founded in Herend in 1826 by Vince Sting (1796–c.1850), who conducted
experiments with porcelain, but without success. Mor Fischer must therefore be regarded as the founder of the
porcelain manufactory. Fischer first received orders to make up gaps in older porcelain sets from Vienna, Meissen and
Sevres, and to copy oriental decorative wares. He passionately struggled to reproduce and even surpass the standard
of well-known porcelain masterpieces in his copies. His high artistic standards were coupled with painstaking
industriousness, and his great efforts were rewarded by widespread praise for the products. Through the diverse
orders it received under Mor Fisher’s management, the Herend manufactory accumulated a wide range of patterns
which provided the resources for constant progress and the production of new models and decorations. With a good
eye for business, he presented his products at the first 177 Hungarian applied arts exhibition and then at all of the
world’s fairs starting with the first, in London in 1851. His spectacular porcelain wares, painted to a very high standard,
met with popularity and accolades. The Balatonfured set is perhaps one of the finest products of the manufactory
under Fischer. The two-person „tete a tete” set is Baroque in form, and painted in rococo fashion with 19th century
romantic landscapes taken from the lithographs in a Lake Balaton album published by Miklos Szerelmey (1803–1875)
in 1848.
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