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Cabinet
Furniture Collection

Accession Nr.: 5306 

Place of
production:

Flanders

Materials: ebony; oak; walnut wood

Techniques: carved; ivory inlay; tortoise-shell inlay; turned

Dimensions: height: 185 cm
width: 140 cm
depth: 52 cm

In the early 17th century, Antwerp, the capital of Flanders, became an important offloading point for goods arriving by
sea from the East. Here access to materials for costly ornamented furniture – ebony, tortoise-shell and ivory – was
easy. The range and abundance of exotic materials influenced the development of furniture art also. The most
magnificent Flemish furniture type was the cabinet on a stand. Its place was always in a reception room, in order to
give evidence of the wealth, social position and importance of the master of the house. It was nothing other than a
chest placed on a table or stand this origin is sometimes indicated by the handles at either end. Its front panel could be
pulled down or opened in the form of two doors. It was suitable for the storing of money, jewellery, important
documents, and rarities. Divided up by turned details and often by multiple panels, the inside parts of such cabinets
imitated the facades of baroque buildings, and behind their removable panels valuables could be hidden in secret
drawers. Central was an inner space that was symmetrical. This piece is an eloquent example of the close connection
between furniture art and architecture, since it depicts decorative motifs borrowed from architecture and a building
interior and exterior composed in the given space. For the cabinetmaker producing such furniture the greatest task
was making the tortoise-shell covering.
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