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Ostich egg cup and cover

Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: 18898.a-b &)

Artist/Maker: Lencker, Johannes (1573 - 1637)

Inscription: augsburgi varosjegy (Rosenberg Nr. 137); mesterjegy
(Rosenberg 456/i; Seling3, Nr. 1157-1158)

Materials: ostrich egg; silver-gilt

Techniques: cast; repoussé/punched

Dimensions: height: 35 cm
height: 50 cm

base diameter: 12 cm
opening diameter: 15 cm
weight: 1845,8 g

A popular artwork of Mannerism was the ostrich-egg in a gilt silver case. This masterpiece was made in an
outstanding centre of the goldsmith art of the period, Augsburg. On its chased bottom, illustrated with a landscape,
Diana, the goddess of hunting, stands holding an arrow with two dogs at her feet. She holds the ostrich-egg (the body
of the cup) on her head - its four, open-worked straps are decorated with winged hermai (half figures), flower and fruit
festoons. On its domed cover, there is the figure of a youth, standing among branches of fruit and other floral
ornaments on the side an ostrich can be seen, fitting to the entire cup.
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