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Dagger case - with scenes from the life of the Prodigal Son
Furniture Collection

Accession Nr.: 53.2929.1 

Artist/Maker: W.G.W.

Place of
production:

Netherlands

Inscription: W. G. W / 1595

Materials: boxwood

Techniques: carved

Dimensions: length: 24,5 cm

One of the curved sides shows scenes from the life of the Prodigal Son in six oval-shaped medallions, surmounted by
a clown's head. The medallions bear inscriptions: Die Hiestori van den verlahren Son. (The story of the lost son.) On
the other curved side the medallions are decorated with Works of Mercy and in inscription: Die Hiestori van dieses
Wercke der Bermhartichheit. (The story of this work of mercy.)The other inscription on this side, running vertically,
reads as follows: Die mei Rewiden en nit en Geven die Mot mei leiden en laten mei lewen. Two similar cases by the
same master, although dated 1592 and 1611, were once in the Lamberg-collection (cf. Lamberg 1912, Nos. 224-225,
pi. 18). The piece described above has a companion piece in the Deutsches Klingenmuseum in Solingen (cf. Benker
1978, fig. 76).
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