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Goblet - so called harebell goblet

Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: 19117 &)

Place of Nuremberg

production:

Inscription: jelzetlen

Materials: silver-gilt

Techniques: cast decoration; chased; chiselled
Dimensions: height: 20 cm

base diameter: 9 cm
opening diameter: 11 cm
weight: 372,7 g

Making bluebell-shaped cups was one condition of becoming a master goldsmith, according to the gild policies of 16th
century Central Europe. Several such cups have survived from the last quarter of the century in various collections.
This richly decorated cup is from the place where the entire object class originated from, the number one goldsmith
centre of the period, Nuremberg. It is special due to its decoration: below its lip there are six small scenes, on which
drunken putti warn of the dangers of excessive wine drinking. The scenes, based on the harshly naturalistic gravures
of Peter Flétner of Nuremberg are supplemented with three figures of archaic mythology on the bottom part of the cup,
Clio, Chronos and Danae. The wide popularity of the artefact is proven by the several gilt copper copies made for sale
by the electroplate workshop of the Museum of Applied Arts at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries.
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