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Albarello - pharmacy jar with peacock feather pattern

Ceramics and Glass Collection

Accession Nr.: 13006 @

Date of production: ca. 1470

Materials: majolica; tin-glazed
Techniques: brush-paint; thrown
Dimensions: height: 26,5 cm

base diameter: 15,5 cm

Albarellos are pharmacy jars usually used to store powders, dry grinds and herbs. The tall, cylindrical vessels rarely
had handles. This Faenza piece is an exception: twisted, curved handles are attached to the shoulder and the bottom
of the vessel. The ornaments of the object follow the sectioning of the article. On a narrow white band over the base
simple line ornaments at the sides of the slightly inward arced vessel there are rich and colourful decorations: the
famiglia a penna di pavone, the peacock’s eye. The shoulder of the vessel features leaves, while the neck has a bunch
of rich, stylized leaves bound with a cordon.
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