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Crucifix
Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: 19441 

Materials: copper

Techniques: cast; champlevé enamel; engraved decoration; parcel-gilt

Dimensions: height: 22,5 cm
width: 13,3 cm

The Limoges goldsmith art flourished in the 12th–14th centuries. The most famous works of art are the sacral artefacts
made of champlevé enamel engraved on a copper plate. Blue and green were the dominating enamel colours,
frequently with gilt internal contours and floral and plant ornaments. During the Middle Ages, several Limoges
goldsmith works were taken to Hungary, most of them can be found in the Hungarian National Museum and the
Treasury of the Esztergom Basilica.
The artefact of the Museum of Applied Arts is in fact the enamelled plate of a processional cross. The upper part of the
cross features a blessing hand, under the inscriptions of IHS and XRS. There is a green enamelled cross ornament in
the middle where the beams of the cross meet to its two sides, there are colourful enamel spots, circles and plants on
a blue enamel base. The cross holds the plastic figure of Christ on the cross.
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