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Statuette - Pulcinella from commedia dell'arte
Ceramics and Glass Collection

Accession Nr.: 5846 

Place of
production:

Meissen

Materials: porcelain

Techniques: gilded

Dimensions: height: 17 cm
diameter: 6x4,8 cm

In the 16th and 17th centuries, a favourite public entertainment at Italian fairs was the music-and-dance form
Commedia dell’ Arte. Travelling companies performed folk tales featuring pairs of opposites – master and slave, rich
and poor, young and old, beautiful and ugly, loyal and deceitful, etc. – with caricature and improvisation. The players
stood on a wooden stage, often in front of canvas scenery of a town or landscape. The members of the company
always played the same figures, in the same costume. The audience could thus easily identify the characters, whose
mere appearance set off laughter. The performance was full of ribald jokes and puns based on differences in dialect.
For a long time, Commedia dell’ Arte competed with the plays of Moliere and later Carlo Goldoni. Prominent among the
characters are young, always-hungry, lazy, sleepy, but crafty servants the Padrones, their masters, who combined all
the worst characteristics of rich old people: meanness, ugliness, avarice the scholarly Dottores and the self-important,
skirtchasing, boastful Capitanos. Pulcinella is the clever and stubborn servant, who always comes out the loser. This
little Bottger-porcelain figure is one of the finest pieces in the porcelain collection, particularly remarkable for the
refinement of its modelling. A close look at the tiny details of early Meissen porcelain reveals the glaze not to be
perfectly aligned with the base porcelain. The fusible glaze tended to run into the drapery folds and tiny depressions of
the sculpture, and so does not cover the figure evenly.
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