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Coffee set tray - with the arms of the Szathmary-Kiraly family

Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: 18928 @
Artist/Maker: Szentpéteri, Jozsef (1781 - 1862)
Inscription: Pesti hitelesitd jegy ( 1823 )

Szentpéteri mesterjegy
( K6szeghy: 399, 505/e XXVII t.)

Materials: silver
Techniques: cast; chased; engraved decoration; hammered
Dimensions: diameter: 69 x 45 cm

height: 10,2 cm

New information often emerges even about well-known, much published objects, which adds to the results of previous
research. This happened in the case of the famous coffee set, which its maker prepared as a gift to the family who
supported his studies. Previously it was believed that this four-piece coffee set was made for the family mansion in
Boldva in Gmdr County, but descendants of the family have stated that Pal Szathmary Kiraly (1780-1852) and his
wife, Anna Levai Koos (1793-1845), lived in Janosi (Gomor County), just south of Rimaszombat (today Rimavska
Sobota, Slovakia). The representative set was thus made in 1823 for the owners of the mansion in Janosi, by Jézsef
Szentpéteri (1781-1862), the greatest goldsmith of 19th century Hungary. The characteristic decorative motif, the
sculpturesque figures of swans, has given the set its name, the Swan set. On the oval rim of the platter, neo-classical
openwork decoration of vines and leaves run around. The two pots are only different in size. Their tall and curved
bodies stand on clawed feet with acanthus leaves, and their necks are decorated with flowers and leaves. The lids
have a ribbed rim, with a cast figure of swan on top. The pouring spout ends in a curved head of a bird, rising from
acanthus leaves. The round foot of the sugar bowl is decorated with sedge leaves, its two handles are formed by
swans. The piece was left by the Szathmary Kiraly family to the Csaky, later to the Mariassy family, and finally to the
Museum of Applied Arts.
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