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Candlestick - with litophan light screen
Ceramics and Glass Collection

Accession Nr.: 53.1881.1-2 

Place of
production:

Berlin (presumably)

Inscription: a litofán lap hátoldalán j. l. masszába nyomva: fekvő
sarlóforma, felette olvashatatlan jegyek, benne 'PR',
mellette '1402' (gyártási szám?)

Materials: lithophane porcelain; wrought iron

Techniques: lihtophane technique

Dimensions: height: 38,5 cm
width: 15 cm
height/width: 12 x 10 cm

The rectangular plinth rests on Baroque leaves two dolphins spring from the foot, holding the protruding candle stick
and the thin central rod that supports the frame, which can be adjusted to light in all directions with a screw. The
porcelain light screen is fixed in the frame by small clutches. The border decoration of Gothic lilies and the ogee
cresting imitates a romantic window frame. When the light comes through the porcelain screen, the picture on it is
presented in perspectives.

A similar frame with a stand, in the collection of the Museum für Kunstgewerbe in Hamburg, is published be Hermann
Jedding (see Historismus in Hamburg und Norddeutschland. Hamburg 1977, Cat. No. 461, p.277). According to
Jedding litophan paste was developed in 1827 in Munich - though other experts claim it was in Paris, by Baron P.Ch.
de Bouroing. It was used mainly for portrait-painting or to reproduce some of the works of contemporary genre and
landscape painters. In this case, the screen presents a group of children, in a shrubbery on the banks of a river: one of
the boys is waving in a far-away boat. On the other side of the river there is a small town. The presentation of the naive
scene is naturalistic in a refined way. The iron frame and the present inlay were probably paired later. 

Literature
a kiállítást rendezte: Batári Ferenc, Vadászi Erzsébet: Historizmus és eklektika. Az európai iparművészet
stíluskorszakai. Iparművészeti Múzeum, Budapest, 1992. - Nr. 206. (Csenkey Éva)
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