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Decorative glass - Ancient roman 'vasa diatreta' (cage cup)
imitation
Ceramics and Glass Collection

Accession Nr.: 23315 

Artist/Maker: Pantocsek, Valentin Leó (1812 - 1893)

Manufacturer: György J. Zahn glass factory (Zlatnó)

Place of
production:

Zlatnó (Zlatno)

Materials: cobalt glass (coloured by cobalt oxide); colourless glass; layered glass; milk glass (lattimo)

Techniques: blown; grinded; pierced decoration

Dimensions: height: 10 cm
opening diameter: 15 cm
base diameter: 11,5 cm

The tapering, deep bowl of a splaying rim is sup-ported by a round, lobed foot that is covered with opaque glass on the
inside and is pierced by faceting like lace. The stripe running along the middle part of the body is shaped of a blown
and etched layer, covered with cobalt blue glass. The inscription PAX VIVAT BELLUM NON is joint to the basic body
with peg-like extensions. There is an antique frieze of palmets between the inscription and the foot.

The technique, and partly the shape of the object follow the Roman vasa dietreta. In his comprehensive study on glass
industry (Die Glasindustrie: Ihre Geschichte, gegenwärtige Entwicklung und Statistik, Stuttgart, 1874), L. Lobmeyr,
the outstanding Austrian representative of glass industry appreciated Pantocsek's dishes exhibited at the Vienna
exhibition, and modelled on the vasa diatreta, decorated with a separate, faceted circular inscription. Lobmeyr also
mentioned that the first dishes were exhibited by Pantocsek in 1866, and then two of these - with Latin and Hungarian
inscriptions - were offered for King Francis-Joseph and Queen Elizabeth, on the occasion of the coronation
ceremonies in 1867 in Buda. (Lobmeyr 1874, p. 197).
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