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Plaque - commemorating Gyorgy Rath

Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: 83.110.1 &
Artist/Maker: Beck, O. Fiilép (1873 - 1945) / designer
Christelbauer, Joseph Christian (1827 - 1897) / manufacturer
Inscription: hatoldalan balra lent: KESZITETTE BECK O FULOP; peremén alul
belitve: JC
Materials: silver
Techniques: pressed
Dimensions: height: 5,3 cm
width: 8,7 cm

The front is divided into three fields. There is an inscription in the bottom one: FELEJTHETETLEN ELNOKENEK -
RATH GYORGY - A MAGYAR IPARMUVESZETI TARSULAT [To its unforgettable chairman - Gy.R. - Hungarian
Society for Applied Arts]. The date 1828-1905 is written at the top, in the middle. The central field shows the portrait of
Gyorgy Rath, looking to the left.

Back: The picture is divided into three fields. The middle one bears the inscription HIT LAKTA SZIVET ES NAGY
AKARAT, MINDEN JAVA A NEMZETE MARADT [rough translation: Belief and a strong will lived in his heart - all his
belongings now enrich his nation]. To the left, there are two women sewing, to the right, two workers standing beside
the turn lathe.

The plaque shows Gyorgy Rath, the second chairman of the National Hungarian Society for Applied Arts, who was
also director of the Budapest Museum of Applied Arts between 1881-1896, and the editor of "The Book of Applied
Arts”. The Réath Gydrgy pla- quette competition was launched in 1907, the first prize (2000 koronas) and the
commission was won by Fiildp O. Beck. The plaque is published in Huszar-Procopius 1932 No. 872. Its silver and
bronze copy was exhibited at the 1924 medal and plaque exhibition in the Budapest Museum of Applied Arts (No.
1465). Its picture is published in Magyar Iparmivészet Vol.13, 1910, Nos. 283-284 (p. 231). There are three copies in
the medal Collection of the HNM, Inv.Nos. 195/1915-1., 50/935-103., 21/972-47.
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