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Centrepiece - the triumph of Bacchus

Metalwork Collection

Accession Nr.: E60.13 &)
Artist/Maker: Drentwett, Abraham (1614 - 1666)
Inscription: AD ( Seling 1980, IlI. : Nr 1507 ); augsburgi varosjegy ( feny6toboz )
Seling 1ll. 1507/i;
Seling II. 465. kép; lll. Nr. 1507/
Ej. -ben:
Rosenberg |. 597/f
Materials: ivory; pearl; precious stone; silver
Techniques: carved; cast; champlevé enamel; chased; chiselled; gilded
Dimensions: height: 27,3 cm
length: 36 cm
width: 17 cm

Several paintings testify to the abundance and richness of royal and aristocratic table decorations in the 17th century.
Apart from an abundant supply of food and drinks, beautiful centrepieces and other decorations were requisites,
which, because of their artistry also contributed to the culinary pleasures. One of these artfully sophisticated pieces is
the present centrepiece. Here, the carriage resembles a dragon, and the carved ivory figures represent characters
from classical mythology. The plump child sitting on a barrel is Bacchus, god of wine and intoxication, while the
beautiful naked female figure in front of him is Venus, the god of beauty and love. The appearance of the two figures
together is a highly ingenious and inventive solution, making a veiled, yet unmistakable allusion to a mischievous
epigram popular in the Baroque period: “Sine Baccho... friget Venus,” which had its contemporary Hungarian
formulation, specifically stating that “Without Bacchus, as the wine runs out, Venus cools off”. According to written
sources, this object was commissioned by one of the great Hungarian patrons and collectors, count Ferenc Nadasdy
(1623-1671), from the famed Augsburg goldsmith, Abraham I. Drentwett (1614-1666), who often worked for him and
other Hungarian commissioners. In 1670, the treasury of Ferenc Nadasdy was confiscated by the ruler, Emperor
Leopold | (1657-1705), and taken to Vienna. Along with a few other pieces, this splendid table ornament was
transferred from the Habsburg Schatzkammer to the treasury of Pal Esterhazy (1635-1713) in 1690.
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