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Back of a chasuble - with Saint Stephen and Saint Ladislaus
Textile and Costume Collection

Accession Nr.: 7390 

Place of
production:

Florence; Hungary

Materials: silk yarn; silver-gilt thread; velvet (lanciered)

Techniques: metal thread raised embroidery; padded metal-thread embroidery

Dimensions: length: 122 cm
width: 70 cm

The pattern is typical of the early Renaissance textile designs made in Florence in the 1480s. It forms an undulating
vertical line of thick boughs with large pomegranates on them, and scattered smaller pomegranates around.
Paraments of similar fabric have been found in large numbers in the churches around Florence and Pistoia. Variations
of the same pattern can be found in numerous collections, and they are usually looked upon as being the work of
Florentine, Genoese or Spanish workshops. A piece identical with the one exhibited is in the Prato Museo del Tessuto
(cf. Bonito Fanelli 1975, No. 8. - Florence, late 15th century). The vertical line of the embroidered orphrey shows the
Madonna and Child, St. Stephen and St. Ladislas and a later destroyed, figure of St. Emeric, in an arched
background. On the horizontal line are busts of St. Jerome and St. Augustine. Ruth Grönwoldt describes these
liturgical embroideries with one or three domes as Venetian, or influenced by Venetian models, mainly on the basis of
comparative studies in late quattrocento and early cinquecento Venetian painting. (Grönwoldt 1965, pp. 231-240).
The chasubles found is Hungary that show the same motifs were registered by Mária Csernyánszky as "cum cruce
venciana" on the basis of the Pauline Inventory of Budaszentlőrinc (1532). The chasuble with only one dome
("Miracoli") is Hungarian, modelled on Venetian pieces. There is a similar chasuble depicting figures of Hungarian
saints in the Esztergom Treasury (Inv. No. 1964.299).
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